
Academic Honors Diploma 
An honors diploma is earned by exceeding the standards required for graduation. Choosing this 

diploma really depends on your post high school goals. Do you want to go to college? What 

college? What major? If you are thinking about applying for a college or major that is 

competitive, you may want to consider choosing this diploma. If you are unsure about choosing 

this diploma, talk to Ms. Sightes, and she can help you make a decision.  

 

● You need to complete all the requirements for the Core 40 Diploma, in addition to the 

requirements listed below.  

● You need 47 credits, rather than the 40 required for the Core 40 Diploma. 

● You must earn a C or better in classes that will count toward your diploma 

○ C- won’t count. 

○ If you earn lower than a C in a class, it’s not the end of the world. You’ll just have 

to retake the class.  

● You will need to earn two additional math credits. 

● You must earn 6 credits in a world language. That means you will need to take Spanish 

I, Spanish II, and Spanish III.  

● You must earn 2 fine arts credits. Fine Art courses include: Band, Digital Design, 

Drawing, Intro. To 2D Art, Intro. to 3D Art, Painting, Photography, and Visual 

Communication.  

● Your GPA must be a B or better, which is at least a 3.0. 

● You must complete one of the following: 

A. Earn 4 credits in 2 or more AP courses and take corresponding AP exams. 

■ You don’t have to pass the AP exams for this to count; you just need to 

attempt the exams.  

B. Earn 6 verifiable transcripted college credits in dual credit courses from the 

approved dual credit list.  

■ These credits will most likely be earned through Area 30.  

C. Earn two of the following:  

1. A minimum of 3 verifiable transcripted college credits from the 

approved dual credit list. 

● Again, most likely earned through Area 30.  

2. 2 credits in AP courses and corresponding AP exams. 

● Again, only an attempt is necessary for the exam.    

3. 2 credits in IB standard level courses and corresponding IB exams.  

● Eminence doesn’t offer IB level courses, so disregard this option.  

D. Earn a combined score of 1750 or higher on the SAT critical reading, 

mathematics and writing sections and a minimum score of 530 on each  

E. Earn an ACT composite score of 26 or higher and complete written section  

 

*Fulfilling all the requirements for an Academic Honors Diploma, fulfills the “Post-

Secondary Competencies” requirement for graduation pathways.  


